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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-11, 14-17 and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being Indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1: 

At lines 8-1 1 , due to the confusing phrase of "from said parity check for each one 
of said N rows of said data block said check for each one of said X columns of said data 
block...", it is not clear how exactly the at least one enror in said data block is being 
identified. 

Which parity check is the "said check" referring to? The parity check for each of 
the X columns of the data block? 

Claims 2. 14. 15. 20 and 21: 

The use of a slash "/" in the term "encoding/decoding" should be avoided. It is 
not clear whether the encoding or the decoding is being recited. 

Claims 3-11. 16-17 and 22-23: 

These claims are rejected because they depend on claim 1, 15 and 21, and 
contain the same problems of indefiniteness. 
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Claim Rejections • 35 (JSC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth In this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 -23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Leitch (5,559,506). 

Claim 1: 

Leitch discloses the invention substantially as claimed. Leitch teaches (figures 3 
& 5, 8, 12-14) that a data symbol set (730) contains N x Q x R information symbols 
which include N tiers (740), each tier having R rows by Q columns of information 
symbols. Each tier is later expanded to (Q + S) x (R + T) by adding S parity symbols to 
each row and by adding T column parity symbols for each column. Leitch further shows 
that a communication system comprises a receiving device (206) having a control circuit 
(206) for performing row parity checking and column parity checking. The control circuit 
(206) comprises a decoder (950) having a row parity checker (910) for determine 
whether a parity check of selected data symbols passes or fails. The decoder (950) 
also has a column parity checker (930) and a symbol corrector (940). The column 
parity checker (930) determines whether a parity check of the selected data symbols 
passes or fails. The parity checking results are coupled from the row parity checker 
(910) and the column parity checker (930) to the symbol corrector (940). The symbol 
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correct (940) evaluates a tier of data symbols to correct those which have ambiguous 
errors (figures 3 & 5, 8, 12-14, column 9 lines 28-44, column 5 lines 33-42, column 15 
line 4-column 16 line 56). 

Leitch does not explicitly teach the identifying at least one bad byte for the data 
block. However, Leitch teaches (figure 18) that within each tier (steps 1810, 1880, 
1890), the (Q + S) symbols in each of the (R + T) rows are checl<ed for parity errors 
(step 1820), the (R + T) symbols in each of the (Q + S) columns is checked for parity 
errors (1830). The symbol corrector (940) determines all possible error patterns which 
satisfy the row and column parity checking results and identifies which of the possible 
errors are non-ambiguous or ambiguous and corrects such errors therefrom (steps 
1840-1870) (column 18 line 59-column 19 line 26). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to realize that such checking row and column parity errors for each tier would 
encompass for checking errors for each tier itself. One having ordinary skill in the art 
would be motivated to do so because Leitch teaches that each tier of the N tiers would 
expand to (Q + S) columns and (R + T) rows by encoding the tier (figure 5, column 9 
lines 35-58). 

Claim 2: 

Leitch's communication system (figures 3, 12 & 13) comprises row and column 
parity encoders (425 & 426) and a decoder (950). 
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Leitch does not explicitly teach 8B/10B. Leitch teaches (Q +S) bits of data 
wherein Q equals 4 and S equals 2. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art 
at the time the invention was made to realize Leitch's Q could equal to 8 and S could 
equal to 2. One having ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so because (a) 
Leitch teaches that other values of Q and S may be used (column 9 lines 45-47) and (b) 
such Leitch's other values are not excluded from the inclusion of the value 8 for Q and 
therefore (Q+S) = (8+2) = 10. 

Claim 3: 

Leitch does not explicit teach 32 rows of data block. Leitch teaches R rows of 
data wherein R equals 3. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to realize Leitch's R could equal to 32. One having ordinary 
skill in the art would be motivated to do so because (a) Leitch teaches that other values 
of R may be used, (column 9 lines 45-47) and (b) such Leitch's other values are not 
excluded from the inclusion of the value 32. 
Claim 4: 

Leitch's control circuit (206) comprises a decoder (950) having a row parity 
checker (910) for determine whether a parity check of selected data symbols passes or 
fails (figures 5, 8, 12-14 & 18, column 15 line 4-column 16 line 56, column 18 line 59- 
column 19 line 26). 
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Claims 5-6: 

Leitch's decoder (950) also has a column parity checker (930) and a symbol 
corrector (940). The column parity checker (930) determines whether a parity check of 
the selected data symbols passes or falls. The parity checking results are coupled from 
the row parity checker (910) and the column parity checker (930) to the symbol 
corrector (940). The symbol correct (940) evaluates a tier of data symbols to correct 
those which have ambiguous errors (figures 5, 8, 12-14 & 18, column 15 line 4-column 
16 line 56, column 18 line 59-column 19 line 26). 

Claims 7-10: 

Claims (7 & 8) and (9-10) are rejected for reasons similar to those set forth 
against claims (5 & 4) and (5-6), respectively. 

Claim 11: 

Leitch teaches that the parity checking results are coupled from the row parity 
checker (910) and the column parity checker (930) to the symbol corrector (940). The 
symbol corrector (940) identifies errors determined by the row parity checker (910) and 
column parity checker (930) as ambiguous errors or non-ambiguous en-ors. The symbol 
correct (940) evaluates a tier of data symbols to correct those which have ambiguous 
errors (figures 3 & 5, 8, 12-14, column 9 lines 28-44, column 5 lines 33-42, column 15 
line 4-column 16 line 56). 
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Claims 12 & 13: 

Leitcfi discloses the invention substantially as claimed. Leitch teaches (figures 3 
& 5, 8, 12-14) that a data symbol set (730) contains N x Q x R infornnation symbols 
which include N tiers (740), each tier having R rows by Q columns of information 
symbols. Each tier is later expanded to (Q + S) x (R + T) by adding S parity symbols to 
each row and by adding T column parity symbols for each column. Leitch further shows 
that a communication system comprises a receiving device (206) having a control circuit 
(206) for performing row parity checking and column parity checking. The control circuit 
(206) comprises a decoder (950) having a row parity checker (910) for determine 
whether a parity check of selected data symbols passes or fails. The decoder (950) 
also has a column parity checker (930) and a symbol conrector (940). The column 
parity checker (930) determines whether a parity check of the selected data symbols 
passes or fails. The parity checking results are coupled from the row parity checker 
(910) and the column parity checker (930) to the symbol corrector (940). The symbol 
correct (940) evaluates a tier of data symbols to correct those which have ambiguous 
errors (figures 3 & 5, 8, 12-14, column 9 lines 28-44, column 5 lines 33-42, column 15 
line 4-column 16 line 56). 

Leitch does not explicitly teach the identifying at least one suspect bit in a data 
block. However, Leitch teaches (figure 18) that within each tier (steps 1810, 1880, 
1890), the (Q + S) symbols in each of the (R + T) rows are checked for parity errors 
(step 1820), the (R + T) symbols in each of the (Q + S) columns is checked for parity 
errors (1830). The symbol corrector (940) determines all possible error patterns which 
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satisfy the row and column parity cliecl<ing results and identifies which of the possible 
errors are non-ambiguous or ambiguous and corrects such errors therefrom (steps 
1840-1870) (column 18 line 59-column 19 line 26). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to realize that such checking row and column parity errors for each tier would 
encompass for checking errors for each tier itself. One having ordinary skill in the art 
would be motivated to do so because Leitch teaches that each tier of the N tiers expand 
to (Q + S) columns and (R + T) rows by encoding the tier (figure 5, column 9 lines 35- 
58). 

Claims 14 and 15: 

Leitch's communication system (figures 3, 5, 12 & 13) comprises row and column 
parity encoders (425 & 426) and a decoder (950) (column 8 lines 45-50, column 9 lines 
21-52, column 15 line 4-41). 

Leitch does not explicitly teach 8B/10B. Leitch teaches (Q +S) bits of data 
wherein Q equals 4 and S equals 2. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art 
at the time the invention was made to realize Leitch's Q could equal to 8 and S could 
equal to 2. One having ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so because (a) 
Leitch teaches that other values of Q and S may be used (column 9 lines 45-47) and (b) 
such Leitch's other values are not excluded from the inclusion of the value 8 for Q and 
therefore (Q+S) = (8+2) = 10. 
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Claims 16-17: 

Leitch teaclies (figure 18) tliat tlie (Q + S) symbols in eacli of the (R + T) rows 
are checked for row parity errors (step 1 820), the (R + T) symbols in each of the (Q + S) 
columns are checl<ed for column parity errors (1830). The symbol corrector (940) 
determines all possible error pattems which satisfy the row and column parity checking 
results and identifies which of the possible errors are non-ambiguous or ambiguous and 
corrects such en-ors therefrom (steps 1840-1870) (column 18 line 59-column 19 line 26, 
column 15 lines 3-41). 

Claims 18-19: 

Leitch does not explicitly teach a pre-selected number of iterations of the error- 
correction routine to the data block is 2. Leitch, however teaches (figure 12) that for 
each tier, error correction routine is performed (steps 1810 to 1890). It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art would repeatedly process twice (2) for Leitch's 
error correction routine. One having ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so 
because such repeatedly process Leitch's error correction routine would depend on the 
necessity of time and the accuracy of the data error correction. 

Claims 20-23: 

Claims (20-21 ) & (22-23) are rejected for reasons similar to those set forth 
against claims (14-15) & (16-17), respectively. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christine T. Tu whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3831 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur. 8:30am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert DeCady can be reached on (571)272-381 9. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infornnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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